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The Adult Advocacy Centers’ Vision
Our vision is to serve adults with disabilities who are 
alleged victims or witnesses of abuse, maltreatment or 
neglect. Our staff and partner agencies are expertly trained 
to meet the needs of every individual in a holistic manner, 
doing everything possible to ensure they are the center of 
the investigation and treatment plan.



What are the AACs’ forensic interviewing 
services?
The AACs provide forensic interviewers who are highly 
trained and qualified to work with victims with disabilities 
when there is evidence of a crime. This approach to forensic 
interviewing is unique and transforming the accessibility 
of the criminal justice system for victims with disabilities. 
The forensic interviewers serve as guest members of the 
multi-disciplinary team (MDT) and are only responsible for 
conducting the interview, meeting with the broader MDT (as 
needed), reviewing related documents before the interview 
and testifying in court if subpoenaed. The AACs are not 
responsible for arranging transportation for the victim. 

What is the purpose of a forensic 
interview? 
Forensic interviews are conducted by trained 
professionals to gather information in a non-leading 
manner that may be used in a criminal investigation and 
can be admissible in a court of law.

What are the benefits of a forensic 
interview conducted by the AACs?
The AACs offer both in-person and tele-forensic (virtual) 
recorded interviews to ensure accessibility for all victims. 
Law enforcement is given a confidential and HIPAA-
compliant copy of the interview video.



What are the AACs’ victim advocacy 
services?
In addition to forensic interviewing services, the AACs also 
have a Registered Advocate with Advanced Standing on 
staff with specific training in victim services for individuals 
with disabilities. Our victim advocate can consult virtually 
with the victim and/or their family on the day of the foren-
sic interview via video conferencing, phone call or in the 
individual’s preferred method of communication. She can 
speak generally about the victim’s rights and the judicial 
process, with the caveat that not all cases move forward 
through court. Unfortunately, she cannot provide detailed 
local information but can offer contact information for the 
victim’s local victim advocate or agency. The AACs’ victim 
advocate can also work closely with local advocates or oth-
er victim service agencies to ensure the victim receives any 
needed accommodations and that all accessibility needs 
are identified and addressed. 



How do I request a forensic interview 
from the AACs? 
Requesting a forensic interview from the AACs is a straight-
forward process and can be done for cases nationwide. 
Call 614-338-8809 or send a message at adultadvocacy-
centers.org/contact. The AACs will require two items:

 ⚫ A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed 
by law enforcement or another investigative agent 
or agency.

 ⚫ A release signed by the individual being interviewed.

https://www.adultadvocacycenters.org/contact
https://www.adultadvocacycenters.org/contact


Meet the Team

Katherine Yoder, MS, CFI
Executive Director and Founder

Katherine Yoder is a person with disabilities herself, 
and she has worked with people with disabilities in 
various capacities throughout her career, from direct 
care to investigating crimes against people with dis-
abilities across the state of Ohio. This work revealed 
the glaring gaps in the different systems when a 
crime is committed against a person with a disability. 
After co-authoring the Advanced Forensic Interview-

ing Individuals with Disabilities (Project FIND) protocol, Katherine found-
ed the Adult Advocacy Centers to serve crime victims with disabilities in 
March 2019. She also co-authored the Project FIND Adapted protocol for 
individuals who do not speak. She is a certified forensic interviewer and 
has been an advocate for people with disabilities for 20 years. She holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in social psychology from Park University and a Mas-
ter’s degree in criminal justice from the University of Cincinnati. Kath-
erine has previously served on the Mortality Review Committee for the 
Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities. She is a Nonviolence 
365 Ambassador with the King Center for Nonviolent Social Change. In 
2018, Katherine received the Equality in Advocacy Award from Ohio Vic-
tim Witness Association, and in 2021, the Social Justice Award from the 
Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission.

Adonna Wilson-Baney, MPA, CFI
Consultant

Adonna has a B.A. in Criminology and Criminal Justice 
from The Ohio State University, a B.S. in Accounting 
from Franklin University, and an MPA from Franklin 
University. She started her career as a Case Manager 
for the Morrow County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities, where she investigated Major Unusual 
Incidents, and continued her investigative work as a 
supervisor of the abuse and neglect team at Ohio’s 

Protection and Advocacy system. In total, Adonna has more than 33 
years of experience conducting investigations and interviewing victims, 
witnesses and alleged perpetrators. She has also successfully completed 
forensic interview training at the National Children’s Advocacy Centers, 
Project FIND and Finding Words with the Ohio Attorney General’s office. 
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Leigha 소연 Shoup, MS, RA
Deputy Director

Leigha is the Deputy Director of the Adult Advoca-
cy Centers. Leigha holds a Master’s of Science in 
Applied Behavior Analysis and Behavior Therapy 
from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, and 
a Bachelor’s of Science in Hearing, Speech, and 
Language Sciences from Ohio University. She is a 
Registered Advocate with Advanced Standing in 
the State of Ohio, a Credentialed Advocate at the 

Intermediate Level with the designations of child abuse intervention 
specialist and sexual assault specialist through the National Advocate 
Credentialing Program (NACP), and is an Anti-Oppression Informed 
Practitioner (AOIP). Leigha has over 18 years of experience working 
with children and adolescents with disabilities. She is a state, nation-
al, and international presenter on the topics of diversity, inclusion, 
and accessibility when working with multi-disciplinary teams to serve 
survivors of crime. In July 2018, she co-published Serving Survivors 
with Disabilities - An Advocate’s Guide, and in 2019 she co-authored 
with national experts a first-of-its-kind protocol for interviewing indi-
viduals with disabilities called Advanced Forensic Interviewing Individu-
als with Disabilities (Project FIND). She was the recipient of the Children 
Safety Award in Allen County in 2017. Leigha works at the state and 
regional levels to review and create best practices that are inclusive 
and accessible to under-served populations. As a member of the dis-
ability community, her extensive knowledge of educational and victim 
advocacy for individuals with disabilities propels her to learn and lead 
in this movement.
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